To a solution of (S)-benzyl-3-(benzylcarbamoyl)-3,4-dihydroisoquinoline-2(1H)-carboxylate in 50/50 MeOH/THF was added 10% palladium on carbon (one half equivalent). This solution was stirred under a hydrogen atmosphere (1 atm) for 2 h at room temperature. The crude product was obtained by filtering the Pd/C through a plug of Celite, the filtrate was then evaporated to dryness under reduced pressure. Purification was acheived with silica gel column chromatography (DCM/MeOH/10% NH 3 OH) in CHCl 3 = 87:3:10, R f = 0.4. The benzyl amide tetrahydroisoquinoline was isolated as a white solid (85% yield). Melting point = 356-358 K. Recrystallization from ethanol at room temperature afforded colourless crystals suitable for X-ray analysis.
Discussion
The use of tetrahydroisoquinoline (TIQ) backbone for the synthesis of chiral catalysts is an ongoing interest in our research group. The applications of these TIQ catalysts include asymmetric transfer hydrogenation [1] , high-pressure hydrogenation of unsymmetrical olefins [2] , Henry type C-C bond formations [3] and as an organocatalyst in Diels-Alder reaction [4] . The title compound has been used as a precursor in the synthesis of several chiral ligands containing the TIQ framework. It was derived from commercially available starting materials S-phenyl glycine and formaldehyde. The absolute stereochemistry was confirmed to be S at the C9 position from proton NMR spectroscopy [5] . The Ncontaining six membered ring assumes a half-chair conformation [Q = 0.4556(10) Å, q = 48.80(14)°and f = 328.22(18)] as seen from the crystal structure in which the C1-N1-C9-C8 bond has a torsion angle of -45.3(11)°. We have already reported this observation in analogous structures [6] [7] [8] . The molecules are linked together via hydrogen bonding with a water molecule resulting in a one dimensional polymer. The title compound also displays two weak C-H···p interactions (C7-H7a···p and C8-H8a···p). There are no p···p interactions within the crystal. (7) 0.0360 (6) 
